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From the Principal’s desk  

Dear Parents, 

There are times when I walk through the playground and  some  primary school   
students will walk up to me and ask; “Sir, will you be taking us to Armenia when 
we are in year 11?” 
 
In 2001, Ms Jennifer Hammond accompanied six of our year 12 students on the   
inaugural “Pilgrimage to Armenia”. In 2003 after a year’s break we recommenced 
the excursions and to date I have accompanied 6 groups to  Armenia.   
This year is no exception and I will be travelling with 17 of our year 11 students in 
late September.  
For most of the students it is their first opportunity to see the land of their forebears. 
Most students will see Armenia before their parents do. They are excited to be    
embarking on an adventure that will leave them with memories for life. As for us, 
as a college, it is the culmination of 12 years Armenian education. The pinnacle of       
instilling Armenian values and culture in the young generation entrusted to this   
educational institution for their formation. 
 
From the first visit to Tsitsernakaberd, the memorial complex honouring the 1.5 
million Armenian martyrs, to an audience with His Holiness, Karekin II the         
Catholicos of All Armenians to visiting historical sites throughout Armenia and   
Artsakh all combine to immerse students in the language and culture that is their 
heritage and bring home in the most concrete terms the essence of being an          
Armenian. 
 
The students will be leaving Sydney on the 28th of September and will return on the 
15th of October.  The group is raising funds to assist less privileged children in      
Armenia and Artsakh when we visit schools or orphanages. Your support in their 
fund-raising efforts would be greatly appreciated. Should you wish to donate to the 
“Armenia Fund” please contact the College administration who will put you in 
touch with the students.  
 



 

From Head of College:   
 
Dear Parents, 
 
As we enjoy the lovely spring weather and our beautiful sunny  
campus, we are aware that the academic year is already in its final 
stages. 
 
Year 12 have just completed their Trial Examinations and are now 
getting ready for the HSC.  Teachers will have completed the      
syllabus for each subject before the Trials, so the students are now polishing their               
examination techniques, revising their notes and enhancing their understanding of the work.  
Special classes have been arranged for Year 12 to prepare them for the HSC and to help them 
feel confident and competent as they face this important challenge. 
 
Together with Miss Hammond I have recently been interviewing our Year 12 students and 
their parents.  What has impressed me about these fine young people is the way they are     
getting themselves organized, planning their exam preparation and making their plans for the 
future.  It has been a pleasure getting to know our Senior Students in the short time I have 
been at the College and I look forward to sharing with their families in the formalities and 
celebrations of their graduation.   
 
At the other end of the spectrum, our Primary School teachers have been busy with interviews 
for children coming into Kindergarten in 2010.  Orientation materials are in preparation and 
information mornings are now being booked.  If you know someone who is planning to start 
their child in kindergarten next year, then it is very important that they contact the College 
immediately to arrange a tour and a meeting with me to discuss their child’s educational 
needs.  We have some wonderful young children joining us next year and we look forward to 
nurturing their growth and development and supporting them to become the future leaders of 
our community. 

~ 
 
Parents are reminded that the Board of Studies requires an absence note to cover each day 
that a child is absent from school.   
Correct procedure is: 

1. Parent contacts the College Office on the morning of the first day of sickness /
absence, and each subsequent morning. 

2. On the day the student returns to school he/she brings to the Office a note from 
a parent explaining the absence.   

3. Notes can be written on the pro- formas on the back page of the College Diary, 
or on separate note paper. 

 
If your child has been absent and you have not sent a note, you can contact the College office 
for details and send in a note before the end of term.  Thank you for your assistance in this 
important matter. 
 
Carolyn Blanden 



               
Bus Rules       

 
Our students depend on the Bus Companies to take them to and from school.  It is essential 
that students and parents co-operate with the bus drivers so 
that students can travel safely and in comfort. 
 
For this reason the following guidelines are in place for  
students: 
 

* Students must have their bus pass ready to show 
the driver as  they board the bus. 

* Students should greet the bus driver politely and 
say   “thank you “ when leaving the bus. 

* Students must stay in their seats throughout the 
journey. 

* No food is to be eaten on the bus. 
* All litter and rubbish is to be taken out of the bus when  
         students get off. 
* Students are permitted to have iPods and electronic games in the bus, but the 

school will not take responsibility for these if they are lost. 
 
STUDENTS MUST OBEY ALL INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN BY THE BUS DRIVER. 

 
 

Parents are requested to have their children at the bus stop 
 at least 5 minutes before the bus is due. 

 
Under no circumstances must parents or students attempt to hold up a bus for someone who 
is late, or ask a bus driver to make an unscheduled stop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STOP PRESS!! 
 

Kindergarten Success 
 

 
Our Kindergarten class have just completed Waddington  
Reading Age Tests and we are delighted to announce that 

EVERY  student has received a score indicating that their 
reading age is above their chronological age.  Well done, boys and girls and well 
done, Mrs Cassar and all those wonderful parents who read with their children.   
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“He is able who thinks he is able” 
 

Personified by many outstanding students 

���������	��
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  Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 

Kindy Damian Kutnuyan  

 

Zareh Akillian  Lara Megerditchian  Garehn Kalloghl ian  

Year 1 Jack Soghomonian  

 

Garod Varjabedian  Jennifer Tachedjian  Haig Simonian   

Year 2 Caroline Manookian Rachael Dilanchian  Benjamin Tchopourian  Sevak Avushyan    

Year 3 Anna  Berberian Maria Tachejian  Nyree Saryan  Zaven Hovakimyan   

Year 4 Steven Kechichian Christina Jamcotchian  Sarkis Navasartian  Michael Tchopourian  

Year 5 Selin Sarkissian  

 

Nicholas Zarigian  Christine Gulecerian  Narine Boujekian    

Year 6 Rupen Sarkissian  

 

Chris Aboudian  Herach Nazarian  Lora Ohanessian  

Week 5 

Zareh Akillian 

Sebouh Tatosian 

Nareg Marashlian 

Shant Ozbenian 

Kyler Boghossian 

Monique Manookian 

Raymond Dilanchian 



HASG EVENT CALENDAR—TERM 3 
 
 
 

DATE         DAY        TIME                    EVENT                                    DETAILS 

31 Aug Mon All day 
 
 

Science K-Yr2   

31 Aug Mon 1pm-3pm 
 
 

Physical Activity & Sports Studies Years 9 & 10 Zone 3 

2 Sept Weds 11.30 – 
2.15pm 

K – Yr 6 Gymnastics Program 
2 groups to attend at different times over the 
program day 

Northern Beaches  
Gymnastics Centre 

5 Sept Sat   
 
 

Fathers Day Function   

8 Sept Tue   
 
 

Sports Day – Sydney Japanese School Yrs 3-6 

9 Sept Weds 11.30 – 
2.15pm 

K – Yr 6 Gymnastics Program 
2 groups to attend at different times over the 
program day 

Northern Beaches  
Gymnastics Centre 

11 Sep Fri All Day 
 
9:30-12:30 

Yrs 3-12 Athletics Carnival-( Sydney 
Academy Sports) 
K-2 Athletics at school  

 

16 Sept Weds 11.30 – 
2.15pm 

K – Yr 6 Gymnastics Program 
2 groups to attend at different times over the 
program day 

Northern Beaches  
Gymnastics Centre 

23 Sept Weds 11.30 – 
2.15pm 

K – Yr 6 Gymnastics Program 
2 groups to attend at different times over the 
program day 

Northern Beaches  
Gymnastics Centre 

18-24 
Sep 

    Preliminary examination Year 11 

22,23 & 
24 Sep 

    School Certificate trial exams  Year 10 

25 Sep Fri  Farewell Breakfast and Graduation 
Dinner 

 Year 12 

28 Sep Mon  Year 11 trip to Armenia  

28Sep— 
2 October 

  Special program for Year 12 students Year 12 

30 Sep–    
2 October 

Wed– Fri  Year 7– 10 students  school camp Years7,8,9,10 

2 Oct Fri   
 
 

Last day for Term 3   

19 Oct Monday  Start of term 4 for staff and students  



 
HSC Major Works Timber Projects......FINISHED 
Five major projects are on display in the     
Nalbandian Hall for only a short time. Board 
of Studies Markers visited the College on 
Tuesday and (to the great relief of some     
students) the year of hard work on their     
project has come to an end.  
Tsoline Moskofian created a stunning      
bedroom screen in black and white; Andre      
Saffarian made a low set entertainment unit, 
with Antoine Grigor constructing a set of 
bedside units to combine into an imposing 
bedroom feature. 
But two projects have attained standards well 
beyond normal expectations of what might be 
expected of high school students. 
Both Krikor Karakozian and Garen Affarian wanted to do    
something unique. In spite of their vision and ideas, on discussion 
with their teachers last September it was felt that this might be far 
too  ambitious - they simply did not have the skills or the space 
available in the workshop to embark projects as demanding as a    
billiard table and a poker table. Yet their imagination and enthusiasm 
carried the day, and they began these exciting, visionary works. 
The results now on show in the college hall stand in testimony to 
their drive, determination and organisation. Both students were     
absolutely determined, and in spite of abrupt learning curves and 
devastating setbacks along the way sim-
ply kept striving for excellence. 
The results of their efforts are finished. 
We are delighted to invite you all to see 
what is possible in this college. Galstaun 
College is proud to claim these students 
and their outstanding achievements. 
 
John Smart 
Industrial Design Teacher 

 



              Making Lemonade from a Lemon 
 
When Thomas Polat was suffering from extreme Asthma 
at the age of 3, his doctor advised the family he should  
either start swimming or gymnastics. Both were trialed for 
a year , however, gymnastics was a love of his from the 
very beginning.  
 
For the past four years he has competed at state level with 
a steady increase in his ranking from 12th to 7th  and       
to 5th . 
His current training schedule, totally 11 hours a week, 
means Thomas needs to complete his homework in the car 
whilst travelling to and from the gym . 
 
This dedication and hard work has resulted in Thomas  
being awarded 1st in State this year. 
 
We are very proud to display his photos and acknowledge this fine achievement.  
 
Congratulations Thomas!!  
 
 
 

 
 
 



CSIRO Visit 
 

On Monday the 24th of August, 2009 3-6 had a visit from the 
CSIRO.  The lady hosting it was called Rachael. She talked to us 
about friction and gravity.  We also tried very interesting Science 
Experiments and we found out that CSIRO stands for            
Commonwealth Science Industrial Research Organisation. 
One of the experiments we tried out was sitting on a skate board 
and moving without using any hands. We didn’t get very far. 
Every time we travelled forward we also went backwards. We 
found that it was easier using our hands to move. 
One of the other experiments that we found very interesting was 
a chair consisting of various needles for a base. It didn’t feel like 
needles at all but like a normal chair. Rachael explained that the 
more needles the less pressure in one certain area, but one needle 
will hurt more because it is 
one needle concentrated 
in one area only.  
At the end she let us try 
out some other                
experiments she had 
brought with her. These 
were also fascinating. 
We enjoyed the lesson 
with Rachael.  

 
We are sure K-2 enjoyed their 
lesson with CSIRO as well! 
 
 

By Narine Gulumian and 
Kayaneh Mouradian  


