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Dear Parents,

The end of the 2008 school year is fast approaching. It would be an undesstaie say that the
year has been very busy and perhaps for that reason, it has gone bstvery fa

The Codllege has been a hub of activities over the past month. W édbsted the final event of
the “Respect, Understanding and Acceptance” program when over 250 stratertisef Masada
College, Davidson High School, and Australian International Academydj@ineyear 9 and 10
students to bring to a fitting conclusion, to this most worthwhileatthral initiative, for 2008. |
congratulate all students involved in the program and acknowledge the hlardomerby teach-
ers and counsellors in making it all possible.

| thank the New South Wales Jewish Board of Deputies for their dugnuibicoordination of this
program. | look forward to the expansion of this program in 2009 and trast whilhserve to
expand the harmony of our wonderful multi-cultural and multi-faith societjustralia.

On Friday, November 14 we received the most important guests we lbwéthia the college in
2008. It was the kindergarten 2009 orientation day and the teachers, stundkestaff were over-
joyed to welcome to the college, the VIP’s. | trust the childresh parents enjoyed a few wond g
ful hours at HASG. We look forward to a great year in kindergarteR0B9.

Our Mentoring Program had a fitting final speaker, Qantas pilgta@aSteven Armbrister, pre-
sented a most interesting and informative session for our high s¢hdehts on Monday, 17 No
vember. Captain Armbrister captivated the imagination of the saigdetit a personal account o
what it takes to be a frst-class aviator. At the conclusidhe presentation the number of queg
tions directed to our guest indicated the huge interest the studentis laaiation and the fact that
Captain Ambrister had been able to generate great interesttaikhid take this opportunity to
thank Captain Ambrister for his valuable time and his genuine offsdist any of our students,
should they choose to pursue a career in aviation. | also thank MrdMéuradian for having
kindly organised Captain Ambrister’s visit to HASG Callege.

Raffy Hamparian is a name familiar to Armenians who fllowptogress of Armenian Genocid
recognition in the United States. We were honoured to have RaffyHASIG College on 14 No-
vember, 2008.

Our high school students had the opportunity to learn about the voting powainafpcitizens
when Raffy set up a mock election “game”. T his unusual method bfigastudents about de-
mocracy and the importance of having one’s voice heard resonated wittudieats.

| thank the Armenian National Committee of Australia for arrangfingHamparian’s visit to our
college.

Finally, please note that the College Speech Nights are on MondageSer for students in
years 6 to 9 and Wednesday, 10 December for students in years 10 wgi#nBrior both nightg
will commence at 7:30 p.m. and it is expected that students vifthinominated classes will be
present on the allocated evenings.

Kaylar Michaelian




AWORD FROM THE ADMINISTRATION MANAGER
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RESPECT, UNDERSTANDING AND ACCEPTANCE

It is always a rewarding and satisfying feeling to know your schoot tpke
in a program that has, as its primary aim.... “to eliminaterigignation and
restore peace amongst all races, colours and religions”.

Established as a way to help students gain a better understandirfigrefidi
backgrounds and appreciate the beliefs of other cultures, schoolst@ame

gether under one roof and understanding, respect and tolerance of othgrs pre-
vailed.

The final visit fom participating schools Davidson High, Masada @elsnd
the Australian International Academy proved to be a truly fanteastido this
year's series of ‘Respect, Understand and Acceptance’ programs.

The day kicked off with an introductory period where old acquaintances reldndled over morning tea and new friendships

were formed. The usual cheeky banter echoed through our school amginessions were made and the tension slowly agled
away until everyone was relaxed enough to familiarise themseltieseiv faces. We were exposed to a wide array of person-
alities and characters, much difierent to that of our own.

Soon atter, a herd of students could be seen trudging through the school towdrdls where the formalities were soon to Qe-
gin. With the hall packed to its raters, the assembly begananstiort, but touching speech fom our Principal, Mr. Michaelipn.

Another speech from Lynda Ben-Menashe, ffom Masada College, cahdhglespeeches for the morning as the Armenian
dancers from years seven and eight were ushered onto the stage to pedforce which conveyed traditional Armenian danc-
ing, with fast-paced, upbeat cultural music.

Two students from the Australian International Academy read vdn@@ the Koran (Qur'an) and captured the undivided at{en-
tion of the entire hall.
Students from Davidson High performed a hilarious, satirical skittwhbrtrayed the Australian stereotype almost perfedly!
They ended with a final note about misconceptions that people had of“tyjisttalians.
Masada College then ended the assembly with a very entertaining and adibigrial dance which set the tone for the resf] of
the day.

After dividing the schools into different groups, students made theitavihye sports field and basketball courts where several
sporting activities were taking place. From soccer, touch foottmablasketball, students endured the heat of the morning to| par-
ticipate in these activities and the ultimate result wasralred very hungry teenagers.

A quick transition fom exercise to ood led to the masses in-
dulging in sandwiches and conversation as the day progressed
further. K

After lunch, students returned to the hall to watch the vi
made by Anaheed Sarian, Tamara Shamaon, Alycia Eg
and Rosalina Mouradjalian. It was of exceptional quality
showed the students ffom the participating schools, in
own environments, voicing their views and opinions about
project.

After the video, students divided themselves into small grq:.
and discussed the answers to a provided questionnaire. [

Most students agreed that this project really helped the
come more tolerant and really appreciate the beauty and
sity of a multicultural society and there is no better outcome,
one could have asked for.

Overall, the project was a huge success and students fronh@blshope to continue and maintain the fiendships they mpde
with one another. It is also important to remember that weharduture, and if we don't start addressing the issue of raclsm
and discrimination fom a young age, we are in danger of a demoratidembrrupt society.

If this project could have changed at least a few minds, thenwlilé@ways be hope for a better future for everyone, evefy-
where.
By Melodie Sevagian




Visit to Parliament House

On the 2™ of October 2008, my friend Christine
Berzekian and | went to NSW Parliament House, alfter
receiving an invitation from Rob Stokes, local memfb
for Pittwater.

[®)

The invitation was for all local primary schb

Captains for 2008 from the Pittwater area, to vigie

Parliament House and to receive a Certificate |of

Appreciation in honor of their contribution to the

community as school leaders.

At the Parliament House Mr. Stokes welcomed egach

and every one ofus, and then he took us to theldep

Room for morning tea, where we took photos with.him
He gave us a brief history about the chamber andWN®arliament House and explained their
significance. Afterwards, we went to the Legislatidssembly, where he explained how the NSW
Parliament runs. Finally it was the time for thed&entation of Certificates.

| was full of great interest and fascination abdhbe important history of NSW Parliament House.

This is a great initiative by Mr. Rob Stokes, andelieve he should continue holding these assemblie
to encourage young Australians, who may becomerdulieaders of this great nation.

Finally, | was very excited that | met Mr. Rob Sdsk Pittwater MP, and at the same time, it wag a
proud moment to represent my Armenian College.

By Kevork Mouradiarn

ANNUALART EXHIBITION 2008

The HASG Annual Art Exhibition was held in the Nafigian Hall, on Friday 28 November. Works by stiide
from Years 7 to 12 were on display , including soHdf8C artworks. There was a variety of arttwork/iew in-
cluding drawing, paint, sculpture, ceramics angbia design. These works were produced by thesstsdiur-

ing the school year.

For the first time this year, thé
students have produced cf
ramic tile murals, with the
initials of the school — HA

and the logo on them — in thig
future these will be placed

onto walls around the school

As always, the students at
very talented and the qualit)
of the art works make it a dif}
ficult task to award the best

as they are all of high qualit
All the college students, in

cluding the primary Years 4
5 and 6, voted for their fa
vourite three pieces.

On Speech Night the first
second and third prizes wil

awarded to the favourites

By Wendy Rangi




Trip to Armenia

Last September our Year 11 class went to Armenia as a pilgrimageni&ris a very nice country and w
also enjoyed ourselves a lot, being a once in a lifetime experience.

On the first day we visited the Armenian Genocide Memorial (Dzidzernd@ap &as a very sad momennt

for us all, but we were also proud to be there and remember the 1.5 million ArmenigasnethsAlso on
the same day on our way to the hotel from the airport, we were lockge Mt Ararat in the clear, noj
polluted sky.

The first church we visited was Ke
hart. This was a beautiful church, as
was built made of rocks. Just befo
that, we had stopped at Garni, an ¢
temple.

and more, it was fun, as it was
Mother country, | felt like | was
home.

For three days we went to Karabagh
was a very long, tiring and bumpy tri
Karabagh is a very nice and laid ba
place with minimal technology. On th
way back from Karabagh we visite
Paroyr Sevag's grave at the house
used to live in.

The day we were to climb Mt. Aragats, | didn’t climb, becauseas$ sick and | wish | wasn't, as it ha
rained on the mountains and the scenery was beautiful. We hadisated W esrob Mashdots’ grave |
Oshagan.

On one of the Sundays we went to Echmiadzin and we received holy communion from Hayr Varta

Overall we had a great time and a great experience, | iaadio go in the future and | recommend t
every student at HASG College should visit Armenia in Year 11.

Vicken Kayserian’
Year 11

Everyday | was enjoying Armenia moii/
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KINDY 2009 ORIENTATION

On Friday 14 November, 18 new Kindy children arrived at HASG to have a taste of ‘Big Sthol’
Watson, Mrs Cassar, Mrs Marashlain and Mrs Sarian played games antbriesdvath the new students

Later, Mr Manthopoulos took the current Kindies, as well as the children jaisiimg2009 out to play
games together. Mr Michaelian talked about the school and took the parents atouplédgbe c

Afternoon tea was provided by the current Kindy mums. By 3 pm it was all over anybee left with a
gingerbread man biscuit and school goodies bag.

We look forward to seeing our new students in 2009.

Mrs S. Cassar




My Trip to Armenia

On the 21 of September, on the ®anniversary of Armenia’s independence, | landed in Armenia al égw before my class
mates.

My classmates arrived in Armenia on 25 September ater a longdaedtarous journey ffom Sydney. It was good to see
friends as we settled in our rooms at the Olympia Hotel.

As has now become a tradition, the first place Mr. Michaet@ok us to visit was the Armenian Genocide Memo
(Dzidzernakapert).

It was an emotional and difficult place to be at. We moved witliyhleearts to the eternal fire where we placed flowers arg
the cauldron. We stood in silent prayer and paid our respects meethery of the 1.5 million innocent martyrs of the Armeni
Genocide. We visited the genocide memorial museum where we hearcaallmaw the photographs which recorded so viv,
the suffering of the Armenians at the time.

Our pilgrimage to Armenia took us to many historical sites. FronintpeessiveGeghart Monastery carved out of solid rocK

by hand, where the spear of Christ was kept for many centuribs fiost century pagan temple Garni. A sense of connect

tion with our history was what | felt when | stood amongst these martsm&’'e were fortunate to hear a live performance V
one of the best duduk players in Armenia playing the most unique Armeniacatrinstrument, the duduk, within the temple
Garni.

Yerevan is a modern city. It is developing very quickly into a Europesaropodis. There are many monuments, statutes, m
ums and ancient buildings, all reminding us of Armenians and theiryhitbeMadenataran the repository and research ins
tute of ancient priceless manuscripts was the best museummieni The statue &t. Mesrob Mashdotsvith his student
kneeling beside him impressed me with its message of the impodétiee Armenian alphabet to the Armenian people and
culture. The massive statue of Mother Armemilayr Hayastan,perched high on a hill overlooking Yerevan gave us opport
ties to take some wonderful photographs of the city.

Sartarabadwas also a good place to visit, we heard the bells toll and reerneththe soldiers and the ordinary people who
given up their lives to protect the small area of land which bedam foundation of the first Armenian Republic in 1918.
museum aBartarabadshowed us the lives of the Armenian people from ancient times to fbeéas impressive!

Another day we will never forget is when we arrived at the Hoby Eehmiadzin,on Sunday, October 5. We attended M
and received communion fom our favourite priest and teacher, Fatttan\Navasardyan. Okbtayr Sourbwelcomed us with
open arms and was most glad to see us. We were also very bamey liim and in particular to take part in the Mass tha
had offered that morning.

There were many times when we laughed to see funny scenes in Ar@aeiafthe funniest things we saw is the fow oftr
ficin the streets. Every two seconds you hear a honk of a horn andhénerare three lane roads, there are five cars tryir
fit in those three lanes.

My Favourite part of the trip was the
Garapagh/ Artsakhjourney; it took
us 12-13 hours fom Yerevan. On the
way, we made a stopover Kthor
Virab to absorb the amazing view af
our precious mountainylount Ara-
rat, and we specially felt lucky to se¢
it without any fog covering the sumt
mit. We made a further stop at the
beautiful monastic complex dfora-
vank. The journey was long and tir
ing but the mountain views were
breathtaking. We were welcomed at
the “Nairi Hotel” by some familiar
faces from Sydney. Our stay was
very comfortable and we enjoyed the
quiet rural life of Artsakh for a few
days.

D

Our trip to Armenia was a wholeg
educational experience for us. We
appreciated our privileged lives }

Australia when we witnessed th
hardship and poverty of village life in
Armenia.

We saw the land that has been the birthplace of our forefatheosf andculture. We understood why our parents and com|
nity sacrifice so much to maintain and keep the Armenian culturgudge and faith in us. We also understood that wg
obliged to maintain our identity through our heritage. We promised ourgblstesie would remain true to our obligation.

By Robert Yaghldjian
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Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Arpi Sahakian

Brandon Sarkissian

Sevag Petrosyan

Haig Simonian

Rachel Dilanchian

Nejteh Moskofian

Gareené Ohanian

Ben Tchopourian

Paul Tavitian

Tenny Karapetian

Zaven Hovakimyan

Cynthia Kechichian

Pietra Demirdjian

Tamar Aghajanian

Michael Tchopou-

Thomas Polat

rian

Meledith Zahrabi
Chris Aboudian
Aren Kutnuyan

Larissa Mirzoian Narine Boujekian Rita Bassil

Angela Bozoghlian Herach Nazarian

Medwin Zahrabi

Anthony Mirzoian

Sarkis Askanian Christine Berzekian

University of New South Wales Science Competition: Our congratulemns to the following students
who received Credits for the work they entered into the S dencgompetition:

Nezhdeh Awushyan Yr7
Vatche Azalian Yr8
Antranig Shokayan Yr9
Haig Vartoukian Yrll

HASG College Event Calendar 2008
Term 4
DATE DAY TIME EVENT Details
28 Nov | Fni 9.30am 3" dose HPV Immunisation Yr 7-10 girls
Hep B Immunisation (2™ dose) Year7 students
28 Nov | Fri All day Annual Art Exhibition College Hall
3 Dec Wed 11.10am—12.40pm | Infants Swimming Program K-2
4 Dec Thurs 2.50pm Primary Merit Assembly Yrs 3-6
4 Dec Thurs 9:30am-2:20pm Fly Fox Park Excursion K-2
6 Dec Sat Evening Graduation Dinner Yearb
8 Dec Mon 7.30pm Yrs 6-9 Speech Night 7:30 pm in Hall
10 Dec | Wed 11:10am-12:40pm Infants Swimming Program K-2
10 Dec | Wed 7.30pm Yrs 10-12 Speech Night 7:30pm in Hall
12 Dec Fri 7:00pm Farewell for Year 6 students Year5, in the Hall
12 Dec Friday Last Day forTerm 4
14 Dec | Sunday | 3pm onwards Carols at the Carnival HASG Callege grounds
Please see attached flyer to
this Newsletter




